
Did you know that, apart from being one of the most influential 20th century Spanish
writers, Federico García Lorca was a professional pianist? In 1931, Lorca harmonized
several Spanish songs that were almost forgotten and, thanks to his work, these songs
became a significant part of the Spanish popular repertoire. But even more interesting,
have you heard about Lorca’s literature translated and performed by Greek musicians?

Soneto duo, formed by Neus Mínguez (saxophone) and Apollon Kalamenios (piano) are two
musicians and friends who share a great admiration toward Federico García Lorca. Based in
Amsterdam but both coming from Mediterranean countries (Spain and Cyprus), they enjoy
interdisciplinary performances that combine diefrent types of art with music as a common
thread.

On its new project ‘MusicaLorca’, Soneto duo takes as a starting point an original piece
called Homenatge a Lorca (Homage to Lorca) originally for saxophone and piano by the
Spanish composer Joan Albert Amargós. This piece is based on three Spanish popular songs
(Los cuatro muleros, Anda jaleo and Zorongo) that Lorca himself harmonized for voice and
piano. Neus and Apollon took as a reference the original recordings of the CD
Canciones populares españolas (Spanish popular songs) by Lorca and La Argentinita, famous
flamenco dancer and singer, and they perform the songs incorporating “taconeo
flamenco”.
Other key parts in this project are the musical improvisations on Lorca’s poems as well as
the connection that they discovered between Lorca and Greek poetry and music. This
crossover led them to make arrangements of Greek music inspired by Lorca’s literature and
to newly composed pieces by Apollon.
MusicaLorca’s main aim is to highlight not only Federico García Lorca’s worldwide known
poetry but also his musical heritage.

MusicaLorca
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